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Learning Outside the Classroom s y=

Enhancing Your Competitive Edge
Through Outside Class Learning

On 22nd September, the University
Grants Committee held a major Forum,
bringing together Hong Kong's
universities, employers and education
planners, The subject of the debate was
“nurturing graduates for the future"
and considered the ultimate goals or
purpose of a university education.

The first Guest Speaker of the day
was Dr Victor Fung (FEI#EET).
Dr Fung is the Group Chairman, Li &
Fung group of companies and Council
Chairman of The University of Hong
Kong. Himself a graduate of MIT
(Engineering) and Harvard Business
School (PhD), what did he have to say
about nurturing graduates?

" From an employer's point of view,
the right attitude is far more important
than the right degree. ......Graduates,
no matter how brilliant they are on paper, will soon run into trouble without the right attitude
towards their profession, "

Dr Fung understands that universities are not simply a training ground for future employees.
A university should provide a full and rounded education, integrative learning by the whole
person. Increasingly, we recognize that what is learned outside the classroom, in the co-
curriculum, gives a graduate his or her competitive edge. Of course, there are the core skills
to be achieved: a good command of English and Putonghua, [T skills, the ability to communicate
and work effectively as part of a team. But there are other, equally important, skills to be
acquired: confidence, maturity, a sense of responsibility, creative and original thinking,
leadership, negotiation skills, to name but a few.

Are there any qualities that Dr Fung values above the others? Something which Hong
Kong students really need to develop if they are to prepare for life and a career in the fast
lane? Without hesitation, Dr Fung identifies two gualities: internationalisation and creativity.

Dr Fung emphasised the need for HK students to be more international and cosmopolitan.
But how can this be achieved? Among others, "[international exchange] programemes help dissolve
cultural barriers, students are able to relate to people in a more positive manner, they gain a
very important exposure to the world and develop a more independent way of thinking." Also,
itis wital that "students be aware of what is going on beyond the confines of their own city."
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Dr Fung stressed that creativity is power. "They say that knowledge is power. But today
knowledge is available at the touch of a button to anyone who has access to the Internet. Knowledge
for its own sake &5 no longer enough. Power lies in the ability to analyse and use that knowledge.
Today it is creativity that is power.

Creativity is coming to be valued as the essential iﬂgma’sém mn change and progress. It is
coming to be valued above éfwwfm’ge, because J&*mwfe@f ma’@; is 50 wia'&j; accessible. And it
is the task af wuniversities to enconrage and nurnure cieativity. This is what makes the students
of this generation unique. They are being taught new and innovative ways of thinking. This is
essential if Hong Kong is to be successful in the 21st century "
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