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 ϣЮмϸЮϜ ФϜϼЛЮϜ сТ ϣтвыЂшϜ

аϝІЮϜм
al-Dawla al-IslǕmiyya fǭ ól-ԚIrǕq waôl-ShǕm

The Islamic State in Iraq and Levant



D' 9{Ƙ(ЄКϜϸ): Dawla IslǕmiyya(fǭ) IԚqǕr (wa) 

ShǕm

ISIL: Islamic State in Iraq and Levant

ISIS: Islamic State in Iraq and Syria



ФϜϼЛЮϜ
al-ԚIrǕq





аϝІЮϜ
al-ShǕm

The Levant: 
Eastern 
Mediterranean 
region, 
comprising 
Syria, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Israel, 
Jordan, and part 
of Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt 
and Turkey.



Expansion of IS in Syria, 2014-2015



Regional Factions

Syrian Opposition

Syrian Government

Iraqi Government

Lebanese Government

Hezbollah

Islamic State

al-Nusra

Syrian Kurds

Iraqi Kurds

Disputed



The Caliphate

ϣТы϶ЮϜ

ÅFrom the Arabic word for "successor", 
those who succeeded the Prophet 
aǳἕŀƳƳŀŘas the leader of the 
Muslim community in the temporal, 
political sense.



aǳἕŀƳƳŀŘ ό570-632 CE)

According to 
Islam, the final 
Prophet, to 
whom the 
Qur ņƴwas 
revealed.  
Regarded as the 
founder of LǎƭņƳ.



The Prophet Muhammad       is reported to 
have said:

 йжϗТжЂϠ аЪтЯЛТ ϜϼтϪЪ ϝТыϦ϶Ϝ оϼтЂТ рϸЛϠ аЪжв ЄЛт дв ϣжЂм сϦ

 дттϸлвЮϜ ̭ϝУЯ϶ЮϜ

 дтϸІϜϼЮϜ ϜмЪЂвϦϝлϠ

άΧthose of you who live after me will see great 
disagreement. You must then follow my Sunnaand 
that of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs. Hold to it and 

stick fast to ƛǘΦέ

(Narrated by al-¢ƛǊƳƛŘƘơ, !ōǹ5ŀǿǹŘ, IbnaņƧŀƘ)



The Rightly-Guided Caliphs

ÅGenerally refers to the first four 
Caliphs after aǳἕŀƳƳŀŘ:

Å!ōǹBakr(r. 632-634)
ÅUmar(r. 634-644)
Å ¦ǘƘƳņƴ(r. 644-656)
Å !ƭơ(r. 656-661)

 ̭ϝУЯ϶ЮϜ дтϸІϜϼЮϜ дттϸлвЮϜ
Al-YǳƭŀŦņal-aŀƘŘơ ǹƴal-wņǎƘƛŘǹƴ



Ϝ ϣТы϶Ю

ϣтЂϝϠЛЮϜ

 ϣТы϶ЮϜϣтмвцϜ

!ōōņǎƛŘCaliphate
Å 750-1258
Å Baghdad

Umayyad Caliphate
Å 661-750
Å Damascus



Early Expansion of Islam



Ottoman Empire, 1299-1922



1924: Ottoman Caliphate Abolished

Caliph AbdülmecidII (1868-1944)



Sunnǭ

ÅThe predominant body of orthodox Muslims, 
who accept the legitimacy of the first four 
caliphs

ÅDerived from Sunna, ǘƘŜ άǿŀȅέ ƻǊ ϦǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴέ 
of the Prophet.



Shia (Shiites)

A branch of Islam that 
believes religious 
authority emanates 
from the family of 
aǳἕŀƳƳŀŘ through his 
cousin and son-in-law 
!ƭơ.  The name derives 

from {Ƙƛ ŀǘAli, the 
"Partisans of !ƭơ."





{ŀƭŀŦơ

Religious movement advocating strict 
adherence to the Sunnaof the Prophet, 
and imitation of the practice of his 
Companions and the first two generations 
of Muslims after them:
άThe Righteous AncestorsέΣ al-Salaf al-

ἷǕlih  РЯЂЮϜϱЮϝЊЮϜ.



IbnTaymiyya(1268-1328)

Ibn !ōŘǳƭ²ŀƘƘņō(1703-
1792), Saudi Ideologue

¦ǎņƳŀbin [ņŘƛƴ(1957-
2011), Saudi Arabia

Muslim Brotherhood (est. 
1928), Egypt

SayyidQutub(1906-1966), 
Egypt

AymanẐŀǿņƘƛǊơ(b. 1951), 
Egypt

Hassan al-Banna(1906-1949), 
Egypt

Abdullah Azam
(1941-1989), 
Palestine/Jordan

al-vņ ŜŘŀ



al-vņ ŜŘŀ

Global (Afghanistan, Sudan, Somalia, etc.)

A.Q.A.P.

al-vņ ŜŘŀin 
Arabian Pennisula

A.Q.I..

al-vņ ŜŘŀin Iraq

!ōǹaǳἹ ŀōal-½ŀǊǉņǿơ

(1966-2006)

!ōǹ!ȅȅǹōal aŀἹǊơ
(1968-2010)

aǳƧņƘƛŘơƴ{ƘǹǊŀCouncil, Iraq

!ōǹ¦ƳŀǊal-vǳǊŀǎƘơal-
.ŀƎƘŘņŘơ(d. 2010)

Islamic State

!ōǹBakral-Baghdadi al-
Iǳǎǎŀȅƴơal-IņǎƘƛƳƛal-
vǳǊŀǎƘơ(b. 1971), Iraq





!ōǹBakral-.ŀƎƘŘņŘơ

LōǊņƘơƳ!ǿǿņŘ
LōǊņƘơƳ!ƭơ
aǳἕŀƳƳŀŘal-.ŀŘǊơ
al-{ŀƳŀǊǊņơ



How ISIS Differs from its Predecessors

ÅTerritoriality.
ÅState governed by {ƘŀǊơ ŀ(including restoration of penal laws, 

slavery, etc.)
ÅEstablishes Caliphate immediately, not preparing for some 

distant future.
ÅCaliph bears prophetic heritage ςQurayshTribe.
ÅUses scriptural prophecy for legitimation.
ÅDemands allegiance of all Muslims worldwide.



5ŀōơǉ: From Prophecy to Propaganda



The Crusades (1095-1289)



The Prophet aǳἕŀƳƳŀŘis reported to have said:

ά¢ƘŜ Last Hour would not come until the Romanswould land at al-! Ƴņǉor in 
5ŀōơǉ. An army consisting of the best of the people on earth at that time will come 
from Medina. When they will arrange themselves in ranks, the Romans will say: 
Ψ5ƻ not stand between us and those who took prisoners from amongst us. Let us 
fight with ǘƘŜƳΩΤ and the Muslims ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΥ Ψbŀȅ, by Allah, we would never get 
aside from you and from our brethren that you may fight themΦΩ They will then 
fight and a third of the army will run away, whom Allah will never forgive. A third, 
constituted of excellent martyrs in Allah's eye, will be killed and the third who will 
never be put to trial will win and they will be conquerors of Constantinople. And as 
they are busy distributing the spoils of war, after hanging their swords by the olive 
trees, Satanwill cry: Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ŀƧƧņƭhas taken your place among your familyΦΩ They 
would then come out, but it will be of no avail. And when they would come to 
Syria, he would come out while they are still preparing themselves for battle, 
drawing up the ranks. Certainly, the time of prayer shall come and then Jesus, son 
of Mary, (peace be upon him) shall descend and lead them in prayer. When the 
enemy of Allah sees him, it will disappear just as salt dissolves in water, and if he 
(Jesus) were not to confront them at all, even then they would dissolve completely, 
but Allah will kill them by his hand and will show them their blood on his spear.έ

({ŀἤơƘMuslim, no. 6924)



ФϠϜϸ5ŀōơǉ



JihņŘϸϝлϮ

Literally meaning struggle , the term refers 
first to the internal struggle to submit to God's 
will in all aspects of one's life, and second to 
external struggles with enemies of Islam.  The 
term is commonly mistranslated as "holy war."




