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The Key to Success
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Like many other business students, case competitions form an indispensable part of Akemi’s university
life. Out of her interests in real estate and sustainability, she formed a group of five and participated in
HKGCC Business Case Competition 2019 organised by the Great Eagle Group. They aim at developing
a mixed-use development plan for Hong Kong after twenty years, in which they needed to amalgamate
various land uses, commercial and residential, into a piece of land to make it sustainable. Their plan
was shortlisted in the final, and after receiving comments and advice from a senior mentor of the Great
Eagle Group, they eventually won the 2" prize. The competition lasted for two months, but the salutary
lessons from which she had benefited make lasting impacts on her life and career.

"The key to success is to find the right people for the right project.”
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planning. This case competition, therefore, gave her greater exposure to the technological development
of various countries and the real estate market in Hong Kong and impressed her with the importance
of international experiences.
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There are myriad types of case competitions, and each entails different skill sets. Finance case
competitions require sound numerical reasoning with strong quantitative bent, whereas competitions in
the fields of marketing and real estate place heavy emphasis on creativity and problem-solving abilities.
The key to success, noted Akemi, is to “find the right people for the right project”.

Before this HKGCC Business Case Competition, she had participated in several competitions since her
freshman year. Though it was hard to notch up any prizes in her first competition, participation
accumulated her knowledge and experiences, taught her the ropes of better performances and
indicated to her the type of competitions for which she fit. Akemi was convinced that these competitions,
though time-consuming, were highly rewarding. Innovative ideas, familiarity with the market trends and
acquisition of precise information are all preceded by in-depth research, and though it certainly takes
time, it is well worth it.
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